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British parliamentarian calls for stripping 
UK-born Asma Assad of citizenship

JEDDAH: A British MP is calling for the 
British-born Syrian first lady, Asma Assad, to 
be stripped of her British citizenship follow-
ing the information of her involvement in the 
Syrian regime’s propaganda.

 “The time has come where we go after 
(President) Assad in every which way, includ-
ing people like Mrs. Assad, who is very much 
part of the propaganda machine that is com-
mitting war crimes,” said Nadhim Zahawi, a 
Conservative MP who sits on the Commons 
foreign affairs committee.

“The first lady of Syria has acted, not as a pri-
vate citizen, but as a spokesperson for the Syrian 
presidency,” Liberal Democrat Shadow Foreign 
Secretary Tom Brake said in a statement. 

“This is a barbarous regime, yet Asma Assad 
has continued to use her international profile 
to defend it, even after the chemical weapons 
atrocity.”

Some official social media accounts under 
Asma Assad’s name are used to promote her 
husband, praise the Syrian regime and attack 
the West for spreading “lies.”

Bashar Assad’s wife, 41, is active on several 
social media platforms, including Instagram, 

Facebook and Telegram with a total of more 
than 500,000 followers.

Asma Assad, whose posts mostly revolve around 
pictures of her with children and elderly Syrian 
women, shared on her Instagram account last 
week a statement slamming the American air-
strikes on a Syrian air base and questioning the 
authenticity of the chemical gas attack, that tar-
geted a town in Idlib on April 4.

“The presidency of the Syrian Arab 

Republic affirms that what America has done 
is an irresponsible act that only reflects 
shortsightedness, a narrow horizon, a politi-
cal and military blindness to reality and a 
naive pursuit of a frenzied false propaganda 
campaign,” her Instagram post reads.

On April 4, when Khan Sheikhun was hit 
with chemical weapons, Asma Assad’s 
Facebook page shared a picture of Syria’s first 
lady with a smile on her relaxed face with a 
caption: “Because the reports on our page are 
increasing, and because our posts disturb 
them, we are posting and will continue post-
ing. Their reports are small compared to the 
number of our fans.”

Asma Assad, who is a former J.P. Morgan 
banker, is a dual Syrian-British citizen.

Social media users reacted to the MP’s pro-
posal differently — some were strongly against 
the action, some opposed the MP’s step, while 
others saw no useful outcome.

“Asma Assad, a mass murder’s enabler was 
enabled by our liberal press,” said Tom Quiner 
commenting on an older and controversial arti-
cle by Vogue — Asma Assad: A Rose in the Desert.

“If proven, then she is in a regime that has 
committed at least one war crime. Remain a 
citizen of a free world country? I don’t think 
so,” John Lott said.

Another Twitter user wondered what benefit 
would such an action bring to the table, saying 
that Asma is just a very small fish in bloody ocean. 
“What will it change on the ground?”

Social media user Crocusville thought the 
suggestion was spiteful, vindictive and coun-
terproductive.

One user welcomed the idea and wished 
everyone a “Happy Easter” on the occasion.

An Arab user wished that the suggestion is not 
just mere words, but actions should follow.

Meanwhile, an opposing point of view 
stressed that “only powerless and humiliated 
nations go for women to punish men.”

Diana Moukalled, a veteran journalist with 
extensive experience in both traditional and 
new media, wrote in Arab News on April 4 
that “both Western decision-makers and 
media professionals have fallen into a trap 
when it comes to Asma Assad’s image.”

Since January 2013, under S.40 of the 
British Nationality Act 1981, 37 individuals 
have been deprived of their British citizen-
ship on the grounds that it was either con-
ducive to the public good to do so, or that 
the individual concerned obtained their 
British citizenship by means of fraud, false 
representation or concealment of material 
fact, according to GOV.UK.

Asma Assad in a photo she has 
posted on her Facebook account. 
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Iraqi forces make new push 
toward Mosul’s Old City

— REUTERS

BAGHDAD: Iraqi forces launched 
a new attack on Daesh in Mosul’s 
Old City on Sunday, military offi-
cials said, trying to break the 
stalemate in attempts to seize the 
militants’ last stronghold.

Mosul, Iraq’s second biggest 
city, was captured by the terror-
ists in 2014, but government 
forces have retaken much of it 
during a six-month operation.

The advance has hardly moved 
for more than a month, though, as 
the militants are holding out in 
the densely populated Old City in 
western Mosul, where tanks and 
heavy vehicles are not able to oper-
ate because of its narrow streets.

Iraq’s federal police moved forc-
es 200 meters deeper into the Old 
City, getting closer to Al-Nuri 
Mosque, a statement said.

The mosque is highly symbolic 
because it was there that Daesh 
leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi 
declared himself head of a self-
proclaimed caliphate.

Troops have had the centuries-
old mosque with its leaning mina-

ret in their sights since last month.
A captain in the federal police 

said Sunday’s advance had start-
ed in the early morning with 
troops fighting the militants 
house to house.

“Daesh suicide motorcycles now 
are their favorite weapon inside the 
Old City,” he said, using a deroga-
tory name for the terror group. “We 
have to watch every single house to 
avoid attackers on motorcycles 
packed with explosives.”

Iraqi government forces, backed 
by US advisers, artillery and air 
support, have cleared the east and 
half of western Mosul and are now 
focused on the Old City. 

Iraqi Christians mark Easter, 
dream of returning home 
                 — Page 3

Turkish referendum passes 
with thin margin
Vote on transition from parliamentary to presidential system goes in Erdogan’s favor

ANKARA: Turkish citizens 
gave President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan sweeping new 
powers in a historic 
referendum on Sunday, 
transforming Turkey’s 
political system from 
parliamentary to presidential 
and restructuring its 
executive, legislative and 
judicial branches.

“Yes” votes led the referendum in a 
narrow and controversial victory, with 
a high turnout reaching 86 percent.

According to the official state news 
agency Anadolu, the “yes” vote 
received about 51.3 percent of the 
vote. Surprisingly, Istanbul, Ankara 
and Izmir — the country’s three 
major cities — voted “no.”

Speaking to the party supporters 
in Antalya, Turkey’s foreign minis-
ter Mevlut Cavusoglu likened the 
referendum result to the birth of a 
“new Turkey” where “there will be 
stability and trust.” 

Erdogan also thanked the “yes”- 
voters supporting political party 
leaders and the voters on the refer-
endum victory. 

He also said he will approve the 
reinstatement of the death penalty if 
lawmakers submit a bill, or if Turkey 
holds a referendum to bring it back.

Delivering a speech at the ruling 
Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) headquarters in Ankara after 
the referendum results, Turkey’s 
prime minister thanked all voters.

“Turkish nation gave the final 
word by saying ‘yes.’ ‘No’ voters are 
of same value as ‘yes’ voters. There 
are no losers in the referendum, the 
entire nation won from it,” Binali 
Yildirim said.

Erdogan also spoke in Istanbul 
after the referendum victory and 
called on the international com-
munity to respect the result of the 
referendum in which 25 million 
people voted ‘yes,’ leading by 1 mil-
lion votes the ‘no’ votes.

“(The) new system will enter into 
force with elections to be held in 
2019,” Erdogan said. “It is easy to 
preserve the status quo, but defend-
ing the change is the challenging 
one and we achieved it.”

While the proposed changes are 
fully endorsed by the AKP and 
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), 
the main opposition Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) and the pro-
Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party 
have opposed the changes, claiming 
that the result would be a one-man 
rule with no separation of powers or a 
checks-and-balances system.

According to the referendum, the 
post of prime minister will be abol-
ished and the president will be the 
sole head of the executive branch. 
He will decide on the number of 
vice-presidents and ministers and 
appoint them without the need for 
parliamentary approval.

The president will also play a legis-

lative role through presidential 
decrees and exercise a veto power over 
the decisions of the parliament except 
for those backed by a two-thirds 
majority, which is not common in 
democratic parliaments.

The referendum process has 
also been widely criticized mainly 
because it is taking place when the 
country is under emergency rule, 
with basic rights such as organiz-
ing political meetings subject to 
the approval of governors.

“I don’t see this referendum as fair 
because the campaigns of the opposi-
tion were hindered throughout the 
country, while state funds were main-
ly allocated for the ‘yes’ campaign 
along with the state-run and pro-
government media channels trying to 
indoctrinate people and silence and 
intimidate the dissident voices,” 
Aysegul Demirel, a voter from Ankara, 
told Arab News. “So such a constitu-
tion doesn’t seem (to be) the outcome 
of a social compromise.”

But Ismail Ozkanli, a pharmacist 
from the northwestern city of Rize, 
said he voted “yes” in the referendum 
because he wants a stable and stron-
ger Turkey against the pressures of the 
West and other “dark circles” that 
want to divide the country.

Kader Sevinc, CHP representa-
tive to the EU, said the referendum 
process took place under very 
unfair conditions.

“It was an unfair campaign 
because naysayers (and) oppo-
nents were called terrorists, have 
faced threats, violence, arbitrary 
detentions, disproportionate TV 
airtime. We estimate that the gov-
ernment’s influence extended to 
90 percent of the Turkish media,” 
Sevinc told Arab News.

“This referendum was a choice 
between saying goodbye to democracy 
in all its surviving manifestations and 
giving Turkey another chance to 
reclaim its secular democracy.”

                        With a pinch of salt: Turkish celebrity chef Nusret Gökçe performs his signature cooking move as he 
casts his vote in Sunday’s historic referendum.
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Erdogan supporters 
celebrate in Istanbul Sunday. 

(Reuters)


